The prognostic value of angiogenesis by Chalkley counting in gallbladder carcinoma.
Tumor angiogenesis has been proposed as essential to tumor growth, proliferation and metastases however, for gallbladder neoplasia, these data remain obscure. Therefore, it was performed this study with the objective of evaluating the prognostic value of angiogenesis in gallbladder cancer. Thirty cases of gallbladder carcinoma were studied by immunohistochemical technique with antibody anti-CD105 for the identification of neoformed intratumoral vessels. The intratumoral micro vessel density was evaluated by Chalkley counting method, and researched the association of this index with the survival rate and the prognostic factors. It was obtained, starting from the analysis of these data, a cut off in the index of the tumor vascular density at 8.5. It was observed an association between high intratumoral micro vessel density (index above or equal to 8.5) and survival rate lower to 6 months in 84.6% of cases. The present study confirms the hypothesis that a high vascular density, appraised through the Chalkley counting method, is associated to a worse prognosis in patients of gallbladder carcinoma.